
HMP STYALS ‘SHARED VALUES’ MUSIC EVENT 

PRESS RELEASE: JOINING FORCES FOR GOOD. STANDING OVATION FOR ONE VOICE INITIATIVE 

 

On 25th March, a music and poetry event was held in HMP Styal. Offenders of all categories took part 

in the event working alongside the award winning Heartbeat Chorus and One Voice members to 

raise funds for a terminally ill child. The pioneering event which has triggered further discussion into 

the role of the Armed Forces in supporting social mobility opportunity, has been widely endorsed. 

Min DVRP stated: 

‘A heart-warming example of the way in which the values of the British Armed Forces could influence 

wider society, can be seen though the One Voice Initiative event due to be held with HMP Styal.  I 

fully support discussion into how we could positively influence reform processes, in particular for 

military veteran’s currently in custody’ 

In an astonishing scene of unity, offenders of different faiths stood alongside members of One Voice  

for a minutes silence following the recent terrorist incident in London. It was a demonstration that 

British values infiltrate every area of society. A local magistrate stated; ‘If the extreme act was 

intended to cause division, this remarkable scene demonstrates that it infact unites every area of 

society in condemnation’.  

During an emotionally charged event which saw the Heartbeat Chorus perform five uplifting songs 

such as ‘cabaret’ and ‘diamonds are a girls best friend’, the One Voice Initiative received a poignant 

standing ovation. HMP Governor Vicky Sampey stressed the importance of the event, and called the 

One Voice project ‘inspirational’. Flt Lt Tadikonda, One Voice founder explained to the offenders why 

she had chosen to support the event: 

‘So many of you are intelligent, articulate women who have simply made a bad decision. It is my 

hope that this event will trigger discussion into how we, the Armed Forces could be supporting your 

return back into society.  The event today is also testimony to the importance of the concept of 

values as a unifying force’. 

A female Armed Forces veteran, who had served 10 years in the Royal Navy gave a thought 

provoking speech. On completion of her sentence for fraud next month, she has been provided with 

furnished accommodation by a veteran’s charity. Many other repeat offenders however described 

how difficult it was to reform. On leaving the prison they often had no financial support or 

accommodation. Many were illiterate and carried a conviction making employment a very remote 

possibility.  
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Following the event, Offenders, One Voice members, the Heartbeat Chorus and invited guests 

shared food that had been prepared by residents of the prison. The event served to establish links 

between the Heartbeat Chorus and HMP Styal who hope to allow Offenders to join weekly 

rehearsals to support them in establishing a new sense of community. 

One Voice will also continue to work with the prison, driving discussion into the role of the Armed 

Forces in providing social mobility opportunity. ‘If we inspire one offender to seek a more purposeful 

life then we have achieved something invaluable’. 
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